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PROCEEDTINGS

COURTROOM DEPUTY: Your Honor, this is the matter of
St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin versus Dirk Kempthorne,
et al. Civil Action 07-2210. The matter before the Court is a
Temporary Restraining Order.

Counsel come forth and state your appearances for the
record, please. Mr. Adler.

MR. ADLER: Yes, I am here.

THE COURT: State your appearance for the record.

MR. ADLER: Robert Adler, counsel for the St. Croix
Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin.

MR. YAMADA: Gerald Yamada, law firm of O'Connor &
Hannan representing the St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin.

THE COURT: Welcome.

MR. SWANSON: Christopher Swanson, Department of
Justice, Natural Resources Section representing the Defendants.

THE COURT: Welcome.

MS. CULLEY: Sara Culley also of the Department of
Justice here on behalf of the Defendants and with us at counsel
table is George Skibine, agency counsel.

THE COURT: Welcome. All right, counsel, first of all,
I wanted to note for the record, although I do not believe I
have a conflict of interest, I wanted to note in an abundance

of caution that years ago, and I stress years, long before I was

on this bench so back in the 1999, 2000 time frame, I did in
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private practice have an occasion to represent an individual who
was a lobbyist in the field of Indian gaming; and it was in
connection with the Babbitt independent counsel inguiry.

He was one of the witnesses that was called in in his
capacity as a former Chief of Staff to the Indian Gaming
Commission, a Mr. Daisy. I have only the faintest recollection
of what the facts were surrounding his testimony that I prepared
for, reviewed the documents that I received copies of from the
independent counsel's office, and represented him at the time.

It did have something, in vague terms, that's all I can
recall, to deal with Wisconsin and Indian gaming in Wisconsin.

I am not even sure if it was this particular matter here today
eight years later, nine years later; but in a hyperabundance of
caution I wanted to put it on the record and let the parties
know that I did have a vague recollection of that.

I didn't represent thé tribe itself, of course, who is
a party in this case. So I wanted to put that on the record and
give both sides an opportunity, not only to hear it, but to
raise any concern or objection they may have with my going
forward with the case in light of that prior involvement albeit
tangential and removed, but nevertheless, as I said, in an
abundance of caution.

So having brought that to your attention and given you

a chance to at least digest it, think about it, Mr. Yamada, does

the Plaintiffs have any issue or concern relating to the Court







